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8 September 2025
Re: Return to Scout Year 2025
Dear Parent/Guardian,

| hope this email finds you and your family well and that you enjoyed the summer break. My
name is Stephen Carey and | was voted in as the new Group Leader at a group assembly in
August. For those of you that don’t know me, | have been involved with the group for a long
time and have held the position of Group Leader before from 2011 to 2017. I'd like to take
this opportunity to thank Matthew Foster, wholeheartedly, for his work as Group Leader over
the last six years. His guidance and leadership, particularly through the COVID pandemic, was
indeed valued. I'm looking to working with the incredible group of volunteer leaders that we
have in the group, as well as working with you, the parents of your youth members.

The Group enjoyed a particular celebration in August, when a patrol from the scout section,
led by their PL Aisling Kinsella, won the all-Ireland Scoutcraft competition (The Phoenix
Challenge) for the first time in our group’s history. The were crowned Champions in
Pallaskenry, Limerick, from the field of 88 patrols (from 32 counties) that had all qualified to
be there through their own county qualifier. It is an amazing achievement, and we are very
proud of all the young people involved. | particularly want to thank the team of leaders who
put in a lot of time over the summer preparing them for the 4-day challenge. Here is a link to
a local news article publicising their achievement: https://www.echo.ie/walkinstown-scouts-
scoop-the-phoenix-trophy/

All sections had a great year last year, with end of year trips to Lilliput, Portlick and
Kanderstag, Switzerland, and | know there are a lot of exciting adventures awaiting your child
this coming scouting year. There are some changes to our team of section leaders this year.
The team of section leaders and your primary point of contact are as follows:

Beavers (Monday): Emmet Dunne
Beavers (Thursday): Alan Cullen

Cubs: Pat Mc Cartin

Scouts: Kevin Brennan & Eoin Hanlon
Ventures: Conor Dunne & Killian Higgins

This year's annual membership fees will be €240 per child. As explained last year, there was
a late increase in registration costs by Scouting Ireland, that the group absorbed and did not
pass on to the membership, however we feel this increase is necessary in order to run the
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den and deliver programme to the same high standards. The deadline for these fees will be
the week of October 6th-12th. You can pay these Mon-Thurs nights in the den or by bank
transfer (details enclosed at the end of this letter). If you think you may have difficulties in
meeting the payment deadline, please contact myself or your section leader. Fee for one child
is €240, 2 children is €480 and 3 Children is €600.

We are always looking for Volunteers, and one of things we will be looking to set up this year
is a parent fundraising committee. The workload isn’t huge; | would envisage a number of
evening meetings and maybe 2 fundraising events during the year with a modest fundraising
target. If you are interested in coming on board, please contact me, details are below.

Finally, we have a new person in charge of social media for the group. Andrew Mc Dermot is
looking after our group Facebook and Instagram accounts. Please click the links below and

like the pages.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579975678243

Instagram: www.instagram.com/94th walkinstown/

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. | look forward to scouting over the coming
months. If you have any questions in relation to the above, please do not hesitate to contact
me by email at groupleader@94dublin.ie.

Yours in Scouting,

S G

Stephen Carey

Group Leader

Bank Details:

BIC: BOFIIE2DXXX

IBAN: IE32 BOFI 9002 8787 5096 77

Please ensure to reference your son(s)/daughter(s) name(s) when making the
transfer.
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